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finger of the right hand). With this water he must symbolize
the bathing of his feet by washing, first his right toe, and then
his other toes,1 and another plant of darbha-grass is then put
under his feet

A peculiarly shaped copper spoon, with a sort of trough
running from ladle to handle, is filled with water, in which are
mingled rice, incense, and either red powder or sandalwood.
The priest says the word Argha (an offering) three times,
and the girl's father offers the spoon to the boy, who says
c I take it', and receives it into his hands. He then raises it in
both hands to his head, saying at the same time: ' 0 water,
I send you back to the ocean from which you sprang,
Remove all other difficulties lying in my path': and as he
speaks, he pours the water from the spoon, which is still held
between his joined hands, into a copper plate lying in front
of him.

The priest next repeats three times over the words: * Take
and sip this water', and, as he speaks, he takes water already
sanctified by mantras from a cup, and pours it by means of
a little spoon into the bridegroom's right hand. The boy
supports this hand by sticking the first finger of the loft hand
against the fleshy side of the right hand that lies under the
little finger, and drinks the water, saying: ' O water, give me
fame, give me radiancy of face; may I be popular, the owner
of cattle and free from disease'; and then he takes three more
ritual sips.

All this, however, has only been preliminary to the essential
Madhuparka, which now follows. To prepare for it, two
smaller bronze vessels are placed mouth against mouth (so
that they look a little like a dumb-bell), and put inside a big
bronze vessel. In the lower of the two small vessels clarified
butter and honey2 have already been placed, together with
some curds and small silver coins. The bride's long-suffering

3 Other castes wash other toes first,

2 Of course in unequal proportions, since, if clarified butter and honey
mixed exactly 'half and half', the resultant mixture is a virulent
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